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Introduction

A great deal of the information contained in this article was obtained from the early Winchelsea Corporation Records, wills and documents held at the East Sussex Record Office, Lewes, England, and by whose courtesy this information is reproduced.  Another source for which acknowledgement is due is the book Winchelsea, One of the Ancient Towns added to the Cinque Ports by William Durrant Cooper. F.S.A. Other sources and record depositories consulted are: The Public Record Office, London, the Society of Genealogy, Goswell Road, London, and the Court Hall & Museum at Winchelsea.  Considerable assistance has also been given by Jane Bulmer, whose editorial and proof-reading skills were invaluable. 

Many of the older Winchelsea manuscripts have survived, and in them several different ways of spelling the personal name ‘Egleston’ can be found, in some cases there are inconsistencies within the same document. To enable some consistency in the presentation of this article the spelling of ‘Egleston’ has been used. However, where extracts have been quoted, personal names are given exactly as in the original document.

This article was first published by Ben Eggleston of Rochester, Kent, (later of Norfolk), in 1994 as William Eggleston of Winchelsea and some of his descendants. 

                                                                                                                   20 February 2008

                                      THE EGLESTONS OF WINCHELSEA. 

Winchelsea is a town and port situated in the county of Sussex on the south coast of England. In early times it was a port of some significance and was a place of rendezvous for the fleets of England, as well as a place of commerce and trade. The old town, or 'the ancient town of Winchelsea' as it is often called, was destroyed by a series of severe storms, flooding and rising water from the sea, and was finally abandoned in the late 13th century. The place where the town once was now lies completely beneath the sea. In 1280, King Edward gave orders that a new town should be built on a hill near the old town at a place called Iham, situated about three miles (5 km) north-west of the old town. For the next 200 years, the town flourished but, in his History of Winchelsea, W.D. Cooper writes: 'The town had been entirely abandoned as a place of trade by the merchants when Elizabeth ascended the throne (1558), though it was still the residence of some persons of local importance'.

The new town is now over 700 years old, and the name Egleston first makes its appearance amongst the earliest surviving court records of the town, appearing many times in the official records of the Courts during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The earliest reference to it is in 1549, when a William Egleston was elected as a jurat of the town. Six weeks after this, he was involved in the transfer of a small plot of land with a certain Thomas Hooker and his wife, Joan. The plot measured three yards and was in the seventh quarter of the town and was conveyed to William for a 'certain sum of money'.2

Several different spellings of the surname Egleston are found in the older records, the earliest being 'Eccleston' in the Winchelsea Court Books but, after 1551, 'Egleston(e)' is favoured, and this is how it appears as the personal signatures in the wills of William and his two sons, as well as in other official papers. Inconsistency in the spelling of the name may have been influenced by the place names of Ecclesden and Ecclesden Manor to the west of Winchelsea, near the town of Angmering.

A pedigree of the Winchelsea Eglestons as it has been traced so far is shown on the chart at the end of this article. From 1549 until about 1650, they were among the principal inhabitants of the town: they became freemen of the town and often served as jurats. Four members of the family were elected mayors of the Corporation and two represented the town as Members of Parliament at Westminster.

The chronological sequence of events suggests that William Egleston may have lived at Hastings prior to settling at Winchelsea. Several records have been found of a William Egleston being at Hastings some five years before the first record is found in the Winchelsea Court Books. The records of the Confederation of the Cinque Ports appear to include both the first and last references to William Egleston's association with Hastings. The Confederation normally met at Romney each year, each port sending a delegation headed by the mayor. The minutes taken at these meetings, which included a list of those who attended, were recorded in what is known as the 'White and Black Books of the Cinque Ports'. William Egleston appears in these as part of the delegation sent by the town of Hastings in 1544 and again in July 1548. Shortly after this, the first reference of an Egleston being at Winchelsea has been found: in July 1550 a William Egleston is named as part of the Winchelsea delegation. After this he was to attend many 'Brotherhood' meetings at Romney on behalf of the town.3

There is some doubt about when William Egleston first settled at Winchelsea. When voluntary contributions were made to the benevolence of Henry VIII (1544), William Egleston was not among the names of the inhabitants of Winchelsea who made contributions.1 It seems reasonable to assume then that he went to Winchelsea after 1544, but probably before 6 May 1549, as this was the day that the mayor of Winchelsea, William Oxenbredge, chose him as one of his jurats.

In addition to the William Egleston previously mentioned, there was another 'Egleston' at Winchelsea at the same time, who apparently had a social standing similar to that of William. He was Thomas Egleston, a jurat, who became the town's mayor in 1556. Thomas leased the town's quay at the Strand in 1551 for a yearly rent of five shillings, and he also rented the town's shop at the Strand in 1553 for three shillings per annum, but not much else is known about him. The last reference to Thomas appears in the town's court records when the heirs of Thomas Egliston are mentioned in a 1570 feoffment (mode of conveying freehold property).2  It seems reasonable to assume that Thomas and William Egleston were related in some way, perhaps as brothers.

There is some evidence to suggest this branch of Eglestons (Ecclestons) were descended from the 'Ecclestons' of Eccleston, a village in Lancashire. In a pedigree made by Robert Cooke, the Clarenceux King of Arms, after his visit to Sussex in 1570, 5  William's father, John Eccleston of Burwash, or Burrish as the Visitiations call it, was described as being 'descended of a younger brother of … Eccleston of Lancs', although the name of this younger brother has yet to be established.

The Eglestons of Winchelsea were entitled to a heraldic coat of arms and they bore their arms as 'Argent, a cross sable, in the first canton a fleur-de-lis gules, on the cross a mullet or for difference,’ the mullet being a mark of cadency for a third son. These are the same arms as those of the Ecclestons of Lancashire, but it is not known if Robert Cooke granted the arms for the first time to William's son, Thomas Eccleston, then aged 14, or merely endorsed an existing grant.

Although William Egleston may have been the first Egleston to take up residence at Winchelsea, an earlier record has been found of a William Egleston renting land there at the time of suppression of the chantries. Under an Act of Parliament passed during the reign of Henry VIII, commissioners were appointed to survey and report on land and revenues administered by the religious houses. It is at the end of a report on the Hasting's Chantry called 'Salen's Chauntrie', that a valuation of several acres of pasture and meadow farmed at Hastings by a William Ecclesden is made. This is followed by a survey of lands held by him at Winchelsea: 6
'And also of the same for three several plantations and pasture containing eight acres called… nerhide at Wynchelsea, yearly, 15s'.

The William Egleston who resided at Hastings appears to have been one of the principal inhabitants of the town at that time, and several references to him have been found in the early records. In a return submitted by the town of Hastings of those who contributed to the benevolence of Henry VIII (1544), out of a total sum of £6 7s 8d, a William Egliden contributed £6, one of the largest amounts listed.4  In July 1544, a William Egliston attended a Brotherhood meeting of the Cinque Ports confederation on behalf of the town. Two years after this, a William Eglesden, jurat of Hastings, is named in a certificate reporting on the property seized in the deanery or College of Hastings during the suppression of the chantries.

Many references to William Egleston appear in the Winchelsea Court Books. Beyond his official duties in the courts and as the mayor of the town, it seems likely he was sent to Westminster as the Member of Parliament for the town in 1553 and again in 1554. There is, however, some doubt about this because the court records seem to infer that there may have been another William Egleston at Winchelsea: 2

· A feoffment dated 19 December 1551 between George Chilton, Alice his wife and William Egelston, jun., Jurat. Witnessed by: George Lowe, mayor, John Hall and Thomas Egelstone.

· A tenement and garden in the 8th quarter of the town is described in 1557 as belonging to the heirs of William Egelstone.

There may be other explanations for the use of 'jun' and 'heirs': 'jun' may signify that he was younger than the witness Thomas Egelstone, and the tenement and garden in the 8th quarter may have been held by living heirs. It is most unfortunate that early parish church registers of Winchelsea, which may have provided this information, have not survived.

William Egelston beame the mayor of Winchelsea on four occasions – 1552, 1554, 1559 and 1560. 19  During his last term of office (1560-61) an important document was written on behalf of the town entitled 'The Certificate of Wm. Egglestone Mayor of the town and port of new Winchelsea and his brethrene' etc. The certificate contained early records of the town's charters, together with extracts from the town's records.

A few interesting insights into William Egleston and his life at Winchelsea are found in the town's Court Books and Corporation Records, and many of these allude to his misdeeds during office. The following extracts are taken from transcripts made from the original records, 2  the surname 'Egleston' being spelt here exactly as written:

· 21 December 1560 – A grant was made to William Egelstone and Thomas Sturgeon of a lane between tenements for a year paying 2d per annum, on condition that the lane be scoured to allow water to drain away.

· 19 July 1561 – William Egelstone, late mayor, presented at court for misdeeds during office, including the removal of the town's records and seal to his own house, and attempting personal gain in the town's suit against Sir John Guyldford, kt, for a marsh unjustly retained.

· 12 April 1562 – William Eglisden was ordered to show proof of tenure of the town brewhouse.

· 1564 – William Egliston, in consideration of his impediments, to keep his butchery shop at home at his house, and to pay the chamberlain 3s 4d as long as he shall occupy a butchery.

· 15 July 1567 – Readmission of William Eglisden as freeman, formerly expelled at the request of the Lord Warden. A form of submission was made, 'I am sorie for my usigis to the town' etc.

· 25 April 1568 – Election of mayor disputed. In view of weak support for Edward Middleton as mayor, other freemen elected William Eglistone. This was followed by a long resolution condemning this election, recounting the removal of the town records from the Court Hall and for entering the same.

· 30 May 1568 – Middleton's election confirmed. Fines laid on ringleaders of the counter election to make William Eglistone mayor and their opponents were ordered to lose the uppermost garments which they wore on that day. Further fines for offences on that occasion. The entry disfranchising William Eglisden for a second time is however struck out.

· 28 August 1570 – A foeffment between William Eglsiden, jurat, and John Symon, yeoman. The conveyance was a messauge and garden with a quay and wharfe pertaining to it called Morfotts Seller, lying at the Strand at the foot of Winchelsea Hill on the south part, having a stream called 'the floing watercourse of the haven of Winchelsea’. 

· 2 Feb 1575 – A motion passed, calling for loans to enable the decayed state of Winchelsea to be brought before parliament. Mr Eglestone contributed £20.

The year before his death in 1579, William appeared in court, probably for the last time, in a case between the Corporation and 'William Egleston on behalf of Henry Guldeford,' concerning a dispute over Fysher Docke.

William, who appeared to hold several properties in the town, may have lived with his wife Margaret (Blechenden) in the 7th quarter, which was situated in the north-east corner of the town. There are several references in the records of William having property in this quarter.

William Egleston's wife Margaret was the daughter of James Blechenden of ….., Kent. 5 Margaret was made an executor to her husband's will, but not much else is known about her. A relative of Margaret's, Mr Thomas Blechenden, together with Mr John Asheburneham were called 'my loving friends' by William and were asked to 'aid and assist' his executors to administer the will. 8

When William Egleston was elected jurat of the neighbouring town of Rye on 5 September 1557 by the mayor, Alexander Welles, a leading Protestant, William Egleston was referred to as a 'Winchelsea man and a staunch Protestant, having only been made free earlier that same day'.

The age of William Egleston when he died has not been discovered. He wrote his will on 24 January 1578 by which time his eldest son Thomas was aged 23 and John, his other son, was about eight years old. William was made a jurat in 1549 and this suggests he was born in the 1520s, or possibly earlier.

The ages of three daughters, Frances, Elizabeth and Eve? have yet not been found. Frances was bequeathed a 'sylver bowle & a lytell goblet of sylver and a fether bed' and £100. Elizabeth was also bequeathed £100 and Eve received £50. The bulk of William's estate was left to his two sons, Thomas and John, and this included a farm called Holmas. His wife, Margaret, was to receive the residue of his goods and chattels and after 'paying of all my debts and bringing up my children and shall occupie the house wherein I dwell'. Several of the properties mentioned in the will were occupied by some of Winchelsea's leading citizens of the time. 

The following extracts were taken from William Egleston's will:

· a lease of a farm called 'Holmans'

· a barn in the 2nd quarter of the town in the occupation of John Pryle

· a parcel of land estimated at three acres in the occupation of Matthew Answood (?)

· a messuage or tenement, backyard and building where Francis Bolton 'dwelleth'

· one acre of land occupied by Francis Bolton

· one parcel of land next to the Stoneymill (?), occupied by Matthew Answood (?)

· Two shops …nder (?) on Ross Litng (?) at the Strande in Winchelsea, in the occupation of George Legat.

William had one other daughter, Mary, and she is recorded in the pedigree complied by Robert Cooke at the time of his Visitations to Sussex, but she was not mentioned by William when he made his will.

THOMAS EGLESTON of Winchelsea,  (1557-1605), the eldest son of William. The year of Thomas's birth can best be established from court records made at the time he was made a Freeman of Winchelsea. Thomas received this Freedom in 1585 and the event has been conveniently recorded in some detail in the Court Books: 10

'Whereas in times paste, yt was decreed that yf Thomas Egleston, before or at a certayne time shold bringe a certificate that he was borne in ao? 1557, that then he shold be receved into this franchis. At this hundred the sayd Thomas Egleston, relinquished the benefit of that acte, & desired to be submitted into this corporacion wherefore, as well as for divers considerations that moved this corporation, As for the inconvenience of this acte whereby he shold be made free at this Hundred, the sayed Thomas Egleston is receved into this franchis by consent of the corporacion, & is to pay therefore xxxiijs.iiijd, & he hathe taken his oath.'

It appears that Thomas was unable to produce a certificate that would establish the year in which he was born, and that he was to pay the court 33s 4d before they would grant him his freedom. What is not clear is why Thomas had to wait until he was 28 years of age for this to happen. It may have had something to do with an ancient practice of admitting freemen being reintroduced in June of that year, as explained shortly, or, alternatively, Thomas may have had to confirm his credentials prior to being elected a jurat and a Member of Parliament for the town.

After 1573, the only method of gaining freedom of the town of Winchelsea had been by consent of the mayor and his jurats. In 1585, however, an ancient practice of admitting freemen to the town was reintroduced, whereby freedom could be obtained either by election or by residing in the town for a year and a day, and carrying out a lawful trade and then paying to be part of the franchise. 11 The following month after this practice was reintroduced in June 1585, it was abolished, and the only method of obtaining freedom after that was by election.

A few weeks after Thomas Egleston was made a Freeman, he became a jurat of the town, and then in the following year (1586) he was returned to parliament in one of the two seats Winchelsea held there. In the same year, he was also to benefit from a grant made by Queen Elizabeth. The Queen transferred a number of properties in the town to the mayor, jurats and commonality of Winchelsea, all of whom had to pay 'certain small rents to The Receiver General of Sussex'. Thomas was granted a messuage and garden in the Strand, formerly held by the dissolved Chantry called Farncombe's Chantry, and a garden in the 21st quarter of the town. 1 

In 1594, John was granted a licence to sell all the rough stones at the back of the ‘longhouse’ and in the following year, John and his brother, Thomas, were granted another licence to carry three tons of old timber out of town. 

Thomas Egleston became the Mayor of Winchelsea on five separate occasions: in 1589, 1590, 1593, and 1594 and again in 1596. 19  In a pedigree of the Winchelsea Ecclestons recorded by Robert Cooke after his visit to Sussex in 1570, the wife of Thomas has been identified as 'Elizabeth d. of George Woodward of Upton in com. Buckingham.' 5  A comment written by her name ('I think this match is right') suggests an uncertainty about the connection. Thomas was about 14 years old at the time of Cooke's visit, and this suggests that Elizabeth Woodward’s name was added later. There must have been some doubt at that time as to who Thomas Egleston's wife was, or about which one of George Woodward's daughters he was to marry, as will be seen later.

Thomas Egleston probably married twice, his first marriage to Susan Hales taking place at the Church of St Matthew, Friday Street, London, on 28 April 1589. Susan died in 1594/5, shortly after giving birth to a daughter named Mary, her only child. An inventory made of Susan Egleston’s possessions after her death was valued at £240. This represented the sum due to her from her late brother, Sir James Hayles Kt, and her sister Joyce Hayles. 12 
Susan Egleston left a will, and this in itself is unusual, as married women were not allowed to make wills at that time without the consent of their husbands. She left £110 to her daughter Mary, to be given to her at the age of 21 or on the day of her marriage, and the money was to come from the sum owed to her by the executors of her late brother's will. Mary was eventually to receive this in 1616, by a second grant of administration made to a 'Mary Dunkyn alias Egleston, the daughter of the said deceased.' 13

Although the details of Thomas Egleston's second marriage have not been found, there is sufficient evidence to suggest that his wife was Mary Woodward, the daughter of George Woodward of Upton by his second wife Elizabeth (Honywood). The marriage is shown in a pedigree of the Woodwards, recorded at the time of the Visitations to Buckinghamshire in 

1634. 14  Nine of George Woodward's daughters by his second wife Elizabeth were to marry. Mary was probably one of the eldest, although the year of her birth has yet to be discovered. One of Mary's younger sisters, Margaret, was to marry Sir John Asheburnham, and this may explain why Thomas's brother John Egleston referred to Lawrence Asheburnham as 'my loving coson' when he made his will in 1621. 15 
Probate of Thomas's will was granted to his wife Mary in 1608. He appointed Edward Woodward Esq. and Thomas Woodward, a gentleman, as his executors, and called them 'my trustie and beloved brethren'. The will, dated 9 September 1605, was witnessed by four members of the Woodward family, and also by Elizabeth Stile, who came from the nearby village of Langley, suggesting the will was written at Upton, Buckinghamshire, and not at Winchelsea.20  By his second wife Mary, the couple had two children: Edward and Elizabeth, and his wife Mary was expecting another child at the time Thomas wrote his will.

Thomas Egleston and his brother John represented Winchelsea on several occasions at the annual meetings of the Cinque Ports Confederation, held at New Romney each year. In 1597, Thomas was paid £3 10s by the Brotherhood for carrying their accounts to London. When Thomas Egleston and John Egleston attended a meeting in New Romney in July 1600 as members of the Winchelsea delegation, they may have been surprised to find that one of the representatives for Hastings was a Michael Egleston, he being described as a Chamberlain (treasurer). 3 It has yet to be established if there was any relation between these men.

Thomas died aged 48, leaving all his land and tenements to Mary, his wife, to be passed down to his son, Edward Egleston, or his heirs 'lawfully begotten'. Thomas had also made provisions for his unborn child, be it a son or a daughter. He was also concerned that his daughter Mary, by his first wife, should receive the legacy left to her by her mother, Susan Egleston and, as we have seen, Mary did receive this legacy in 1616.

Soon after Thomas's death his widow, Mary, married again, this time to Christopher Raynolds at the Church of St Thomas the Apostle, Winchelsea, on 2 July 1606. Fortunately the bishop transcripts that have survived begin at this year, and the marriage has therefore been recorded. 21 A further reference to Mary's second marriage appears in a diary kept by Thomas Godfrey during the time he was in residence there. He writes:

            'I came from Mr Boteler's to housekeeping in a house that I took of Mr Raynold's 

             in Winchelsea, who had it in right of his wife, who was Mr Thomas Egliston's 

             widow, the 29th January, 1609.'

Whether this line of Eglestons continued either through Edward Egleston or Thomas's unborn child is not known at this time, but it is hoped that further research will establish this, and also whether there would be an entitlement for descendants of these families to bear the family's ‘Coat of Arms’.

JOHN EGLESTON (1572-1621), the son of William and Margaret Egleston of Winchelsea and probably the youngest of their children. Precise details of his birth have not been found, but among the students named in the matriculation register at Oxford University, is a John Eglestone, a gentleman from Sussex, aged 17, who was studying at Christ Church College. He registered at the University on 13 June 1589 and, if as seems likely, he was from Winchelsea, this would establish both the year of John's birth as 1571/72, and that he was eight years old when his father wrote his will in 1579.
John Egleston was appointed Deputy Mayor in 1595/6, but he had to wait until 1611 before he was elected to the mayor's position. He was then elected for a second term in 1616. An insight into some of the events that took place at that time has been recorded in a diary kept by Thomas Godfrey. From this diary we learn that John was a godfather to Thomas Godfrey's second child, a son christened on 10 October 1610, and also that he was involved in a dispute over the selection of mayor. ¹ Thomas Godfrey wrote:


             'yett Mr greene and myselfe were to take the place of them, and to be Mayors in 

             succession before them, and then likewise was it decided that thoe Mr Eglistone 

             had been a Jurat formerly, yet he was to come after Mr Botler.'

John Eglistone had evidently 'waived the Bench voluntary' and therefore had to wait until 1611 before he became Mayor of the town.

The first time John Egleston represented Winchelsea at a Cinque Port Confederation meeting at Romney was in 1595, when his brother Thomas headed the delegation, deputizing for the Mayor, Oliver St John. He was appointed bailiff to Great Yarmouth by the Confederation on two occasions, as Yarmouth did not have its own bailiff, and relied on the service provided by the Brotherhood. The bailiffs' activities were varied, and are well documented in the book entitled 'A Calendar of the White and Black Books of Cinque Ports 1432-1955', edited by F. Hull. John Egleston was a regular member of the Winchelsea delegation until his death in 1621.

The details of John Egleston's marriage and the name of his wife have not yet been found but, as she was not mentioned in his will; she had presumably died before 1621. It is known that they had two children and that John junior was his eldest son, as this fact is mentioned in his will. John Egleston senior left twenty shillings to the poor people of Winchelsea, and bequeathed £100 to his son Arthur, to be paid to him two years after his father's death. His eldest son, John, was to inherit the bulk of his estate and was made sole executor of the will. John senior was apparently concerned whether his son Arthur would receive the £100 he had bequeathed him and almost threatened his son John that if he refused to pay his brother, he would make Arthur the sole executor of the will and: 15

'take back all my moveable goods out of the hands of John Eglestone his brother my eldest sonne and shall take all my said moveable goods unto him and his heirs for ever.'


The will is curious in that after naming his son as the sole executor, he also names 'the right worshipful Lawrence Asheburnham Esq. my loving coson to bee the sole executor of this my last will and testament.' As mentioned earlier, Lawrence Asheburnham may have been the son of Margaret Asheburnham (nèe Woodward), whose younger sister, Mary Woodward, married John’s uncle’ Thomas Egleston.
John Egleston (senior) signed his will as ‘John Eglestone’ and authenticated it with a wax seal. The seal is now nearly 400 hundred years old and remains attached to the document. It is almost certain to have been his own personal seal, and a statement to this effect is made in the will:

'In witness whereof, I have published this to bee my last Will and Testament, written and published with myne owne hand, and sealed with my Seale, the day and year first above written.'

The will consists of two sheets of parchment, and the wax seal is attached to the second sheet. The seal, which is still in good condition, has been protected for almost four hundred years by the parchment itself. This has been cut in two places, allowing a strip of the parchment to be bent over the face of the seal to form an open-sided pocket. The parchment is now firmly stuck to the wax seal, and to separate the two would be extremely difficult, and perhaps do irreparable damage. The imprint made by the wax seal into the paper is visible through the back of the paper, and is in the form of a shield, a cross on the left (dexter) side and several indistinguishable marks on the right-hand side.

Both of John Egleston's sons, John an Arthur, continued to live in Winchelsea after the death of their father in 1621. Both brothers seemingly reverted to an earlier spelling of the surname Egleston. The signature in the name of 'Arthur Ecclestone' has been found in the Court Books and similar spellings are found on other documents.

At the same time as the town's officials were elected, the inn and alehouse keepers of the town were summoned to court to pledge that they would abide by the law, keep orderly houses and pay for their licences.

JOHN EGLESTON (junior), the eldest son of John Egleston senior. John is mentioned in manuscripts as one of 12 inn and alehouse keepers of the town in 1631, 1633 and 1634. The following extract of the recognizances made by the inn and alehouse keepers was taken from the 1634 court records: 16

'Condicon: well & orderly, to governe, and to selle beer, ale & bread, sweet, good of assize and wholesome for mans body, according to the lawes & Statutes of this Kingdome, in that behalf made and provided.'
Whether the alehouse was once the same brewhouse for which John's grandfather had to show proof of tenure in 1562, and referred to earlier, has yet to be investigated.

John Egleston junior had five children by his wife, Jane: Ann (bapt.1625), John (1629), Thomas (1631), Edward (1633) and Elizabeth (1636). His wife was buried at the Church of St Thomas in March 1638/9. Of the five children, the first three died in infancy and nothing further is known of Edward and Elizabeth.

ARTHUR EGLESTON, the youngest son of John Egleston senior, was to marry Agnes Swane at Winchelsea in 1631. The only child from this marriage was a daughter, Mary, baptized on 17 May 1635, who died in infancy and was buried at Winchelsea on 14 Feb 1638. Agnes, his wife, died two years later and, soon after this, Arthur married for a second time. Although the parish registers are missing for this period, his second wife, Elizabeth, was the complainant at a court case in February 1645 against a certain George Rockley, one of the residents in the housing where she was living at the time, and who described Elizabeth in an unflattering way. The following extracts were copied from the original court records, except that the punctuation has been amended: 17 
'At the Co(ur)t Elizabeth Ecclestone, wife of Arthur Ecclestone, maketh oath That shee, being in her bedd in her owne chamber, adjoining unto ye Chamber of George Rockley, being all under one roofe, Did heare ye said Rockley, about Midnight, beate his wife out of his chamber, & would not suffer her to come in agayne by the space of halfe and hower, during w(hi)ch tyme Anne Hedge, the wife of George Hedge was w(i)th him in the chamber. And the said Elizabeth, fyndinge fault w(i)th him for beatinge his wife, hee called her toade face & whoore, And this depon(en)t saith that she, rebuking him at andother (another) tyme for the said fault & sendinge shee would tell Mr Maior (Mayor), hee answeared her agayne, hee did not care a turde what shee or Mr Maior could doe, And that the said Anne laid in the said Rockley's chamber by the space of a q(uar)ter of a yeare, And also the said Elizabeth further saith she goeth in feare of her life of the said Rockley, & desireth the peace against him.'

This was followed by a submission to the court by Elizabeth’s husband, Arthur Eccleston:


`At the said Co(ur)t Arthur Ecclestone, being warned, did appeare, who 

             utterly denyed ye wordes formerly alledged against him by Rockley, But

             submitted himself to the Co(ur)rt, who there upon was discharged.'

The signature of Arthur Eccleston appears at the end of the court record. George Rockley is believed to have been a baker and an alehouse keeper of the town.

Arthur Egleston was made a jurat in 1633. Two years after his first wife Agnes (Swane) died, a certain Richard Swayn of Rye married Mercy Jones, a maiden, by licence at Rye on 25 June 1642. Arthur Eccleston of Winchelsea and Edward Seire of Lewes gave sureties that the marriage would take place. Perhaps Agnes Swane, who had died two years earlier, and Richard Swayn were related to each other in some way.

Both of the brothers appeared in a court case against each other on 23 September 1644. The entry of the proceedings documented in the court records is brief, and does not give any details of a debt involved, but it appears to have been satisfactorily resolved two weeks later: 17


'John Ecclestone gentleman, complained against Anthony (Arthur?) 

             Ecclestone on a plea of debt. Surety for the plaintiff John Pelham. On the

             7th day of October the plaintiff retracted his complaint.'

The court case between the two brothers is the last reference to John Egleston the younger, which has been found. The last record of any Egleston or variants of that name found at Winchelsea is when the mayor summoned Arthur Eccleston to  'be and of the jures and courts' in September 1646. The brothers may have been the last of this branch of Eglestons, ending a 100 year association with the town, but it has yet to be established whether the male line continued through the descendents of Edward Egleston (born circa 1600), the son of Thomas Egleston and Mary (Woodward/Egleston/Raynolds), or through Edward Egleston (bapt.13 October 1633), the son of John Egleston (Eccleston) and his wife, Jane. Either of them may have survived childhood, but their names have yet to be found in Winchelsea Court Books or in the parish registers of the town.

It is unfortunate that the earliest parish registers of Winchelsea are missing. The earliest surviving registers date from 1651, and contain only a few early baptisms. Bishop Transcripts for the Church of St Thomas are more complete and record baptisms, marriages and burials from 1606 to 1640, after which there is a gap in the registers until 1667.

This article has concentrated on the Eglestons who are thought to have first settled at Winchelsea in about 1549. Whether William Egleston of Winchelsea settled in the nearby town of Hastings before moving to Winchelsea, has not yet been proven, but their similar biographical backgrounds suggest this may have been the case, an argument that is strengthened by the sequence of events that took place.

In the same report of the 'Survey of the Chantries', referred to earlier, a Thomas Ecclesden was paying a quit rent (a form of levy or land tax imposed on leased land) of twenty shillings for one tenement and one shop in the parish of St Clements, Hastings. Thomas died at Hastings in 1565, leaving a wife and four daughters. He left a will and, in this, he refers to holding lands and tenements in Kent and Sussex, although apart from identifying a little messuage and garden in the parish of St Clements, Hastings, he does not identify the other holdings. Also, Thomas’s will does not contain any definitive information which would link him with the Eglestons of Winchelsea but, as with William there is a similar chronological record of events which does suggest that the Thomas Egleston of Hastings was the same gentleman as the Thomas Egleston recorded at Winchelsea. 

Another contemporary of the Winchelsea Eglestons was a certain John Egylston of Bexhill. John, who appears to have been reasonably prosperous, died in 1565, leaving three sons and two daughters. After his death, two of his sons, William and Thomas Egylston, appear to have settled at the nearby village of Hooe. The bulk of John's estate was left to his wife, Joanne, and to his eldest son, John. He also left bequests to his wife's children, to a George Aneston, and to John Aneston and three daughters, all presumably related by a previous marriage. In his will, John Egylston refers to Edward Milward as 'my kinsman'. 18  His eldest son, John, a yeoman, died at Bexhill in 1570, seemingly without issue.

John Egylston of Bexhill may have also been the same John Eggelsden who became Constable of Ninfield in 1559, and who was one of a select band of responsible citizens who were chosen to sit on Grand Juries.

Documentary evidence has yet to be found linking the Winchelsea Eglestons with their contemporaries at Hastings and Bexhill. However, their similar biographical backgrounds suggest they may have been related in some way, but unless more evidence comes to light, this can only be conjecture at this time 
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